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Welcome to our latest edition of Honiton & Village News. 
This magazine covers both the months of May and June 
and is packed with information about what's on - there 
certainly seems to be plenty for everyone to do as we 
move from spring to summer. 

June of course brings us the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
and both Martin and Gertie have taken the opportunity to 
reflect on the time of her realm - there can't be many of us 
left now who can remember a Monarch other than 
Elizabeth II. We do hope that you all enjoy the long 
weekend in whatever way suits you - whether it is joining 
in Jubilee celebrations in your town or village, spending 
time with family, travelling or just enjoying the beautiful 
area in which we live - there certainly seem to be plenty of 
amazing gardens to visit. 

In July it will be three years since a group of 
community-minded volunteers decided to put together a 
quality magazine that truly reflected our local area - and 
was a form of direct communication to and for our 
community. There is no doubt the past two years have 
been turbulent - and the world currently feels unsettled - 
but  we are very proud to have continued to do what we 
set out to do and hope you enjoy the stories in this 
month's H&VN.

See you in July.



Sid Vale & East Devon Talking Newspaper

For further information or to register for receipt of the 
Sid Vale & East Devon Talking Newspaper and 

quarterly magazine, please contact:

The Registrar: Wendy Eagles

P0 BOX 12, SIDMOUTH EX10 9DD

Telephone: 07552 766382

Charity No: 296118

Patron: Jeremy Vine, Broadcaster

Honiton & Village News has recently agreed that all the content of its magazines should 
be made available free of charge to The Sid Vale and East Devon Talking Newspaper 
Association.

If you've never come across it before, its story is fascinating.

A registered charity committed to supporting the visually impaired through its network of 
dedicated volunteers, the Talking Newspaper's objective is to support all visually impaired 
people in our area to access news and information about the community in which they 
live.

It covers the areas of Axminster, Beer, Branscombe, Colyton, Honiton, 
Ottery St Mary, Seaton and Sidmouth.

What is a Talking Newspaper?

Any person who is visually impaired or, in any way ?print disabled,? can 
receive all their local news from the charity's free Talking Newspaper service 
- hearing what others can read for themselves.

Newsworthy and entertaining items are recorded on to audio sticks from the 
local newspapers covering the towns and villages of the Sid Valley. The Post 
Office delivers the recordings direct to listeners' homes. A quarterly 
magazine is also recorded and distributed in the same way. 

Anyone with an iPad, iPhone, computer or Alexa can obtain the 
recordings via: www.eastdevontalkingnewspaper.co.uk

What equipment is provided?

All listeners are provided with a free playback device with which to play the 
audio stick. Support and instruction is provided on how to make use of all 
devices.

How are the audio sticks returned?

All users are able to return their audio sticks by ?free post? in the plastic yellow wallet in which they are sent. This is 
provided free by arrangement with Royal Mail.

As a magazine proud of its community roots and community involvement, we are delighted to be able to reach a wider 
audience through this amazing scheme and look forward to working with the Talking Newspaper.

Are you involved with a local organisation that would like to be profiled?

Contact us at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com and we'd be happy to discuss the possibilities with you.

Honiton & Village News - By the Community, For the Community



A Potter Around  Broad Down, Near Farway
Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

6.2 miles

And you thought there were no more incredible tracks? Think again - this walk has them all and views to match. It does 
have one very short steep pull up a very quiet lane, but it also has a long steep DOWNHILL piece! Superb bridle paths 
and green lanes some of which can be a wee bit muddy after heavy rain. Overall, a great walk and you could pass the 

Hare and Hounds on the way home.

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable style 
encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks around 
Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St Mary.

From the Hare and Hounds Inn at Putts Corner on the A375 Honiton 
to Sidmouth Road take the Seaton Road and in just over a mile look 
for the road off right, Roncombe Lane, signed to Lower Knapp Farm. 
Almost immediately, park in a gateway on the right (SY 166 948) but 
keep the gate clear. Back to the Seaton Road and left down the road 
and then right at the fork to Farway. In the season these woods are a 
picture of golden browns and reds. Take the first right to Devenish Pitt 
Riding School, making time to soak up the view to the right over the 
valley. The road is very steep - but downhill! In 500yds, at the bottom 
by an old barn where the road bears left, move right on a tarmac 
track and bear left round Sallicombe Farm. Look for an ancient strut 
supporting the gateway warning of a fine for not shutting the gate! In 
a very few yards, where the tarmac ends, move left through a metal 
gate on to a wide track.

Then, through another gate and follow the hedge on your left, looking for a track that drops off to your left (warning notice 
here). You are now on a wonderful, probably historic, narrow stony track. Soon another gate, then staying straight ahead 
for a few yards to another gate set back on your right. A Public Footpath sign guides you across the open pasture towards 

the house. Arriving at a set of three gates take the right hand one 
and then move left to pass on the right-hand side of the house. Bear 
left round the house and buildings and follow the track, passing over 
a small ford. Judging by the height of the little footbridge beside the 
ford there must be the occasional very, very high flood!

At the road bear right and, yes, afraid so, this is the very steep bit - 
but only for about 400 yards - then safely left on to the Public 
Bridleway via a wooden gate. Follow this beautiful track and at the 
Private sign move right uphill on the Public Bridleway. Take a 
moment to soak up the wonderful forest and views across the valley. 
At the top bear diagonally left up and across open grass following the 
Public Bridleway sign. Pass through a gate(way), bearing slightly 
right and follow the wire fence on your right to the far corner of the 
field where, via a gate, you will meet the road. Straight across and on 

to the Public Bridle path. This can be a wee bit muddy but is just magic and it eventually emerges beside a rather bizarre 
property - decaying dovecote, figurines, old shepherds hut on wheels ? ? . Who, what, why? Best just keep walking! Over 
the lane and continue on the Bridleway which is still wonderful. At the obvious fork, bear right and enjoy even more of this 
track to soon emerge on the road at Rakeway Head Bridge.

With great care, cross the road on to the Public Bridleway and potter 
ahead through the mixed woods. Ash tree die-back warnings here. At 
a clear junction and beside a small barn - Barkers Barn, which 
incidentally is the ideal shelter if it?s pouring or if you want a belated 
coffee break, bear right downhill. At the thick marker post move 
straight ahead on the Public Footpath (no longer a bridleway). This 
path emerges over a stile into open pasture where you keep straight 
ahead following the fence on your left and ignoring the metal gate on 
your left. Climb gently uphill to a gate and stile and move right uphill 
towards the windmills and a good farm lane. Left here to the road 
then plod slowly right for some way to the main road. Shame this 
great walk has to finish along the main road but, taking great care, 
left for a short distance back to the car.





Book Review
Seven Sisters

by Lucinda Riley
You may have been into Honiton Library and realised that all of us staff have quite eclectic 
reading tastes. Sometimes we read the same books as each other and sometimes not, just 
as everyone else does. Sometimes we read things that you are all reading as well so that we 
can discuss them when you pop in.

?The Seven Sisters? by Lucinda Riley was one of these titles. Everyone, but everyone, was 
requesting it. Not just this one though, which is the first of seven titles. Actually, an eighth 
book which will finish the story will be published next May (2023). It will be the story of the 
girls?  father, Pa Salt.

It is the story of the eldest of the adopted D?Apliese sisters, Maia, after the death of their 
beloved father, an elusive billionaire they called Pa Salt. They gather in their childhood home 
and have each been given clues to their true heritage. Maia?s clues take her to Rio de 
Janeiro and a story from 1927, eighty years earlier than Maia?s story takes place. Her travels 
take her to a crumbling mansion and a story of the Bonificio family?  Izabela Bonificio?s 
father has aspirations for her to marry into aristocracy. Meanwhile, architect Heitor da Silva 
Costa is working on the statue, to be called Christ the Redeemer, and will soon travel to 
Paris to find the right sculptor to complete his vision.

Izabela, passionate and longing to see the world, convinces her father to allow her to accompany him and his family to 
Europe before she is married. There, at Paul Landowski?s studio and in the heady, vibrant cafes of Montparnasse, she 
meets ambitious young sculptor Laurent Brouilly, and knows at once that her life will never be the same again.

These books are a chunky but enjoyable read and I learnt quite a bit about how the amazing statue of Christ the 
Redeemer was designed and built. Paul Landowski was the sculptor and Heitor da Silva Costa was the engineer who 
had the idea for the immense statue. Lucinda Reilly has mixed historical fact with pure fiction for all of these amazing 
reads.

The girls are all named after one of the seven stars in the Pleiades cluster.The stars are named after the seven 
daughters of the Titan Atlas and the Oceanid Pleione, who were pursued by the hunter Orion until Zeus changed them 
into a cluster of stars according to Greek Legends. You?ll probably have already noticed their surname is an anagram of 
Pleiades.

Each of the books is the story of one sister and each sister is sent to a completely different part of the world and they 
each have completely different stories. They are intriguing as you would expect, plus, some of the sisters aren?t as 
likeable as you?d hope.

Lucinda Riley sadly passed away in July 2021 and her fans are missing her badly.
Why not pop into Honiton Library and request a copy for a small fee?

 You know you want to

This month we welcome a new name to our team of book reviewers. This is the first guest review 
for Honiton and Villages Magazine and, in this edition, Linda Isaacson from Honiton Library writes 

for us.
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Mourning Jewellery
by Liz Chilcott

We fully appreciate that most of the lots that we sell in our auctions at 
Chilcotts have a back story. Everything has, at one time, been a treasured 
possession, part of a family?s household and history and will have meant 
something to someone.

Jewellery holds the most sentimental value of all the items that we sell ? it 
has been given as a token of love, it has been worn by a loved one, or, in 
the past, it has been made in memory of a someone close. The latter is 
known as ?Mourning Jewellery?.

Mourning Jewellery mostly dates from the 18th and 19th centuries, although 
it was known in the 16th century. 

Queen Victoria?s deep mourning following the death of Prince Albert caused 
it to become very fashionable in the 19th century. It can be identified by the 
symbolism used in the designs - crucifixes, eternal knots, weeping willows, 
and cameos, and often included plaited hair or a lock of hair, and 
inscriptions. 

Early examples also act as a reminder of man?s immortality and images can be quite macabre.

Brooches, pendants, lockets, rings, hair pins and tie pins were all made into mourning jewellery. Black is a constant 
theme, with Whitby Jet used widely; by the end of the 19th century turquoise was used to symbolise the blue of the 
?Forget-me-not? flower.

The mix of social history, craftsmanship and design ensures that this is an area of fascination, and there are specialist 
collectors of this type of jewellery. It had waned in popularity, but recently we have seen an upsurge in interest and 
prices; the ring pictured sold for £920 hammer price in our specialist jewellery auction in March this year.





Spring Gems
by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre

One of the most welcome sights in our gardens is the 
blooming of the early flowering shrubs and herbaceous 
perennials. Not only do they look lovely but their flowers 
mean that the ghastly low temperatures of winter and early 
spring are almost behind us for another year and from this 
point on it's ? Thunderbirds are GO!? as far as our plants 
are concerned. There are plenty of early blooming lovelies 
to choose from but below is a list of plants that are either 
seriously impressive, amazingly long flowering or perfect 
for a shady spot.

Genista maderensis - This is 
an evergreen shrub or, in its 
native habitat, small tree that will 
reach around 2m and has 
arching stems and pea like 
golden yellow flowers that are 
scented in spring and early 
summer. But this description 
does not do the plant justice at 
all; this shrub really pulls its 

weight in terms of flowering. It bears masses and masses 
of flowers, so much so that the whole plant looks yellow 
when in full flower. And best of all, this plant thrives on 
neglect and poor soil! Plant it in rubbish soil in full sun and 
leave it alone - after it has got some roots into the ground 
of course - and it will reward you with a stunning floral 
display every spring.

Erysimums - Anyone who says 
they don?t like Erysimums just 
hasn?t met the right one. And 
there are lots. In fact they come 
in yellow, orange, red, purple and 
mixtures of all of those 
colours.These plants are short 
lived, shrubby, evergreen 
perennials and they are very 
generous flowerers - especially 

the bright purple flowering ?Bowles Mauve? which can 
flower for over half the year. There is an Erysimum variety 
for practically every colour scheme and most of them have 
a gorgeous scent. Erysimum ?Apricot Twist? is a vivid 
orange, ?Patchwork Pastel? has pink, apricot and slightly 
purple flowers, ?Red Jep? has glorious wine-red flowers 
and ?Spring Breeze Copper? has intense, dark orange 
flowers. They do best in well drained soil in a sheltered 
position with plenty of sun; try one or several, you won?t 
regret it.

Mathiasella ?Green Dream? - 
-This is a lovely, weird and 
seldom seen plant; it looks like 
a Hellebore had a baby with a 
Euphorbia! The stems are quite 
tall, the leaves are stiff and a 
nice glaucous green that 
become pink-tinged with age 
and the startling, bright, lime 
green bracts surrounding darker 

flowers can go on until autumn, and also become pink 
tinged. This plant looks fabulous planted en masse and is 

really quite hardy. They like fertile, well drained but not too 
dry soil in full sun or part shade. They do not like wet soil 
in winter or harsh winds.

Geum - Not only are Geums 
very hard working in terms of 
flowering but they are truly 
gorgeous and look fabulous in 
fluffy, cottage garden style 
plantings. They come in vivid 
red, orange, pink and yellow. 
Some have tall flower stalks like 
?Totally Tangerine?, and some 
are very compact like the 

shockingly orange ?Koi? and the yellow ?Poco?. Their long 
flower stalks look wonderful growing through their 
neighbours and go especially well with other ?fluffy? 
perennials like Nepeta, Agastache and Gaura. Geums like 
moisture retentive but free draining soil and full sun or light 
shade, and like most perennials they do not like wet soil in 
winter. They can flower from late spring into autumn 
depending on the variety and an added bonus is that deer 
and slugs are not fond of them.

Brunnera - These are lovely, 
reliable plants for a shady 
garden. Brunnera are low 
growing and spread. There is a 
large range of varieties 
available and many have 
deliciously variegated leaves. 
Most Brunnera have 
forget-me-not like flowers in 
intense sky blue. Some 

varieties have dainty white flowers. They will grow in most 
conditions, including dry soil, except the heavy, wet soil in 
winter, which will cause them to rot. They make a good 
alternative to Hostas, particularly as slugs and snails are 
not keen on them. Use them to brighten up cool, shady 
areas and plant with Hellebores and other bright shade 
lovers like Pulmonaria ?Shrimps on the barbie?.

Dicentra - This is an old 
favourite that most of us know. 
This strange Chinese plant has 
long, arching stems of heart 
shaped flowers in pink and 
white from late spring into 
summer. It is an adaptable plant 
that prefers part shade but often 
does better in full sun so long 
as the soil is moist enough. 
Dicentra has very brittle roots 

and hates being disturbed. The white flowering form has 
lovely lime green leaves and looks fabulous planted with 
dark Ajuga and Brunnera, which like similar conditions. 
The plant has been reclassified and the genus is now 
Lamprocapnos but is still labelled on pots as Dicentra and 
the old name is likely to stick. There are other species of 
Dicentra with shorter and less showy flowers and a variety 
of foliage colours but the best know Dicentra Spectabilis is 
still the showstopper of its genus.



Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful 
valley near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

Goodness to Betsy how time flies by when you are having fun.

It has been full on puppy playtime around here and we have been getting up to all sorts of shenanigans.

I have been employed as a role model for young Nutmeg which is quite a responsibility I can tell you.It is brilliant 
showing her all the doggy life skills I have picked up along the way like sit and stay, waiting until invited to eat, 
fetch the toy and stop at the road and gate.

Then there are all the games I have to teach her like hide & seek, chase, splashing in puddles, digging holes, 
burying sticks and pulling clothes out of the wash basket.

Football is becoming a bit of a favourite but she does cheat at this and always wants possession of the ball when 
she is not trying to eat it. I love her to bits but she can be quite a pickle at times with her sharp little puppy teeth, 
her ?me, me, me? attitude to life and her endless desire for exploring the world around her.

My humans have gone all gooey eyed and seem to constantly be saying ?ah how sweet do you remember when 
Bertie was like that?. Personally I think that their memories are quite distorted as I was of course the perfect pup 
who gave no trouble at all.

Ah well I can?t complain as it really is fabulous fun and I am certainly sleeping well when the pup crashes for her 
regular snoozle time.

Bertie Enjoys His New Playmate



Nature Notes
by Vernon Whitlock

If you have anything "wildlife related"  you would like to show me or tell 
me about please get in touch at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

?You look like something the cat brought in? was one of my 
Mother?s favourite sayings when as a child I came home 
after playing in the local woods and stream. I was 
reminded of it recently when on visiting a friend I 
discovered a disembowelled shrew on her doorstep. An 
unwelcome present from her cat!

For most of us, mice and shrews and voles are seldom 
seen, other than when the cat brings us a gift, but they are 
in fact all around us - in roadside hedges, grassy banks, 
fields, woods and often in our gardens.  However I am well  
aware of them these days as part of my ?playing in the 
woods and stream? involves monitoring the population of 
these small mammals.

A standard way is by placing 
baited traps to discover the 
populations in a specific area. I 
use a particular model known as a 
Longworth Trap.  The traps are 
filled with straw or hay, to which is 
added a piece of apple for 
moisture and a variety of seeds 
and suet. Mice, shrews and voles, 
being inquisitive, enter the trap, 

operating a treadle which closes it, preventing escape. The 
traps are checked regularly and any animals found are 
identified, sexed, weighed and safely released with the 
data sent to the Devon Biodiversity Records Office.

In case some readers may be concerned that the animals 
might suffer in the traps, an experience on a survey a few 
years ago answered the question for me.  Early one 
morning I set out some traps in woodland and, on checking 
at lunch time, I discovered that one contained a very 
pregnant Field Vole. After checking it?s weight the vole was 

released and the trap reset. 
Inspecting that same trap later in 
the evening I found that the 
pregnant vole had returned to 
give birth to four babies. I can only 
assume that the mixture of warm 
bedding and a ready supply of 
food acting as an improvised 
birthing suite was just too 
tempting to resist.

Another of the small mammals that a group of us check 
are Dormice. As they spend the majority of their time in 
trees, shrubs and hedgerows, the method of monitoring is 
by nest boxes. There are two recording schemes in our 
area, each comprising of fifty boxes. Dormice are an 
endangered species and the box schemes are the 
established way of recording population densities.  
However it is an offence to disturb them. Training and a 
licence is required from Natural England to monitor them.

A small group of qualified 
license holders and I check 
these Dormouse nest boxes on 
a monthly basis. In April and 
May a large number of boxes 
are occupied by Blue Tits and 
Coal Tits. Others contain Tree 
Bumblebees and the occasional 
Hornet?s nest, but it is later in the 
season that we find Dormice in 

any numbers. However, occupying a cosy nest box is 
attractive to others and it is where we also regularly find 
small mammals such as mice, voles and shrews.

The nest boxes are attached to trees in the same way as 
bird boxes but with the entrance hole at the back of the 
box up against the trunk of the tree, making it an attractive 
place to sleep for these small mammals who are all expert 
climbers.

Field Mice, also known as Wood Mice, are the most 
common species found and any bedding in the nest box is 
chewed up and usually sodden, as most mice are 
incontinent.

Shrews are also found. There are 
2 species, the Common Shrew 
and the Pygmy Shrew - which 
although smaller is difficult to 
identify unless you look in it?s 
mouth. You will notice that the 
Pigmy Shrew has red caps to its 
teeth. However shrews are very 
good at biting and hanging onto 
your finger so I wouldn?t 

recommend a close examination.

Dormice, when we find them, are without doubt the stars of 
the show and on the first time of seeing them everyone 

goes Oooo. They often refuse to 
wake up when we check them, 
staying curled up in a tight ball, 
occasionally opening one eye to 
have a peep at us. I sometimes 
wonder whether they actually 
realise what is happening to 
them or whether they eventually 
wake up thinking it was all a 
nightmare?

Although endangered there is little doubt that East Devon 
is a stronghold for Dormice and being able to monitor the 
species and contribute to our knowledge gives me 
tremendous satisfaction. I?m sure if my mother was still 
alive to see me come home at the end of a survey, wet and 
muddy and ?looking like something the cat brought in? she 
would be smiling with approval.

What the Cat Brought In



View From The Tower - St James The Great, Talaton



The Ramblings Of Gertie From Gittisham
Metaphorically, for the 
whole of my life I have 
walked hand-in-hand with 
The Queen. She began 
her reign on 6th February 
1952, upon the death of 
her beloved father, King 
George VI. Later that 
year I was born and my 
parents proudly named 
me Gertrude Elizabeth 
Margaret Anne. I  was 
named Gertrude in the 
paternal family tradition; 
or was I named after the 
American writer Gertrude 

Stein, made famous by her well-known quote, ?As a wife 
has a cow: A love story?? The latter explanation is most 
probably a result of my overactive imagination, as my 
parents were not known for their literary pretensions. 
Gertrude, with its most apt meaning strong spear, was 
followed by the names of the Queen and the two Royal 
Princesses, as my parents were absolutely staunch 
Royalists. 

Whenever an event occurred involving Royalty, my mother 
would insist on ?best clothes? being worn and we, 
alongside a number of other Buckerell residents, would 
crowd into the home of Mrs Dowell, who was the only 
person to own a television. So it was that in No 1 Hillside I 
watched the weddings of Princess Margaret to Lord 
Snowdon in 1960 and later, in 1963, the wedding of 
Princess Alexandra to The Hon. Angus Oglivy, the second 
son of the 12th Earl of Airlie. My, how I loved his rugged 
handsome features. Angus Oglivy became Gertie?s first 
pin-up when she was nigh shy of eleven years old. 

I was poignantly reminded of these events when I fell upon 
my parents preserved and much cherished copy of 
Sunday Graphic, purchased for ?tuppence half penny? on 
February 17 1952. The strapline under the image reads, 
THE QUEEN WHO IS OUR HOPE, and how very true this 
maxim has stood over the countless decades from that 
day to this. With the advent of the Queen?s Silver Jubilee 
the then poet laureate, John Betjeman, penned the lines 
below as a celebratory hymnal poem to Her Majesty, and I 
have often mulled his wise words over in my mind when 
the Queen has experienced both personal and public 
difficulties.

In days of disillusion,
However low we?ve been
To fire us and inspire us

God gave to us our Queen
She acceded, young and dutiful,
To a much-loved father?s throne;
Serene and kind and beautiful,

She holds us as her own.
From that look of dedication

In those eyes profoundly blue
We know her coronation
As a sacrament and true

I do sincerely thank God for Her faith, Her service and Her 
perseverance - her aura is wholly majestic.

Oh! The feasting and the merriment that went on in 
Buckerell in 1977 for the Queen?s Silver Jubilee. I 
remember the event as if it were only a year or two ago .A 
special committee was formed and I found myself sitting 
amongst those distinguished folk debating the merits of 
egg sandwiches over cucumber sandwiches, jelly and 
ice-cream over iced fancies.What a load of old Charlie, if 
you will excuse the expression. Honestly, the venerable 
sages had lost sight of all the wonderful cooks that 
abounded in Buckerell at that time, and chased each other 
down a rabbit hole, rather like something straight out of 
Alice in Wonderland. 

Fortunately, yours truly battened down the hatches and 
waded into the storm fearlessly, believing that where 
there?s a will there?s a way! And so it came to pass, that 
Gertie was given a budget and was able to approach all 
those capable countrywomen with their delectable 
specialities. Hocks of ham were boiled and baked at 
Hillside, Mrs Reeves rolled and shaped one hundred 
pasties and Mrs Down supplied the gooseberry flans with 
Colonel McKenzie?s wife producing a tray of Florentine 
biscuits, previously unknown to those lacking the 
sophistication of the Southern European climes. Mrs White 
and Mrs Duncan made huge slabs of ginger cake and 
Millie Sparks soused some mackerel. Bowls of salad 
appeared - a glorious array of colour: fresh, crisp lettuce, 
scarlet tomatoes, crunchy celery to be eaten with celerity 
alongside chunks of tangy cheddar cheese - all washed 
down with glasses of cider straight from Gaffer Parr?s old 
workshop. 

Trestle tables were erected around the War Memorial, 
benches and chairs were dusted down and Harry Collins 
painted his garage door in Cabbage Street with a 
tremendous Union Jack. Defying Jean Paul Sartre?s 
Nauseous epithet ?Three o?clock in the afternoon is always 
too late or too early for anything you want to do', on 7th 
June 1977 at exactly that time the celebrations 
commenced with gay abandonment: a whirl of colour, 
noise, excitement and the constant flow of amber, 
intoxicating liquor heightening the ruddiness of all those 
country folk good and true.

And so, it is with a degree of trepidation we hail Her 
Majesty?s Platinum Jubilee to be held throughout the first 
week of June 2022, with street parties expected to be held 
on 5th June. I suspect the more raucous, youthful 
celebrations of bygone years will not be repeated. The 
forthcoming events will have a rather more sobering, 
serious quality ? yet, nevertheless, the sentiment of 
thankfulness will be the prevalent emotion deeply felt by 
many as we seek to show the longest reigning monarch 
this country has ever known just how much she is loved 
and respected:

Hers the grace the Church has prayed for, 
Ours the joy that she is here.

Let the bells do what they?re made for! /Ring our 
thanks both loud and clear.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!



Rhona Celebrates Her Weight Loss With Slimming World
Rhona Rutland joined Honiton Slimming World on the 6th June 2021.

She said, ?I had struggled with my weight for a few years and lockdown made it worse; my 
knees were also suffering from arthritis and the added weight didn?t help. It was then I 
decided something had to change. I had seen that Erika the Slimming World consultant had 
lost an amazing 7 stone and I thought - if she can do it then so can I.?

Rhona took the plunge and attended her first Group at the Honiton Football Club; she 
said,?After facing my demons on the scales I was determined to lose weight. I didn?t set a 
target at the beginning I just stuck to the plan, took regular exercise and used all the advice 
and help I could get from the Group. The people there are a great bunch of people; we share 
recipe ideas, give support and laugh a lot.?

Rhona is a whizz in the kitchen and enjoys a lot of home cooking - she said her favourites 
are chicken chilli and chicken tikka pasta bake. ?The recipes are easy and suit the whole 
family and you never feel hungry as there is such a variety of 'free' food to choose from.?

Free food is at the heart of the Slimming World food optimising plan; it allows members to 
lose weight in a non restrictive way with plenty of foods to choose from!

In March Rhona achieved her Six Stone Certificate in Group as well as the Greatest Loser 
Award 2022. She said, ?I still have a little more to go to reach my target weight and then I will 
continue to maintain my weight with the support from Erika and group.

"Slimming World made me into the person I am today; I am now healthier, fitter and have no 
knee problems due to my weight loss. Anyone can achieve what I have achieved -  you just 
have to have determination and believe in yourself.?

Rhona is a real inspiration to our Group, she is living proof that it is never too late to achieve 
your weight loss dreams, improve your health and quality of life.

Honiton Slimming World Groups are open and ready to welcome new members.

Volunteers Needed



A View From The Hills
by Miranda Gudenian

What, you don?t believe that pigs can fly? Well, John Carter?s pigs did, 
on a day in October 1987.

The route of the old A30 from Honiton to Exeter ran past a wide field 
near Fairmile, dotted with pigsties and grazed by plump sows usually 
surrounded by litters of delightful piglets. Whenever I travelled that way, 
and being a pig aficionado, I confess to letting my eyes stray off the 
road towards them. On the day of the Great Storm of 1987 those pigs 
didn?t need wings: the gale?s ferocity lifted them clean off the ground. 
The flying pigs were witnessed by passing motorists and the amusing 
story became a local talking point.

It wasn?t until John and Dawn Carter moved from Lashbrook Farm in 
Talaton to retirement in Yarcombe, where I live, that I discovered who 
the flying pigs belonged to. From flying pigs our conversation drifted to 
farming, the countryside and poetry and a friendship blossomed 
between us. John and Dawn?s commitment to the countryside, to the 
communities of Talaton and Yarcombe and to the wider county of 
Devon, made them many friends, all of whom shared such sadness 
when word came of John?s death a few weeks ago.

For a man who seemed the embodiment of rural life, John was not born 
in the countryside. With his mother and sister, he moved from London 
during the war to his aunt?s house in Sussex. The South Downs became 

his playground and, as he grew up, his dreaming place, a world of sheep and chalkland flowers and birdsong. 
Ancestral voices, the voices of generations of Somerset farmers, were calling him back to the land.

At sixteen John left school to work in a printing factory, a dull but secure job. It pleased his father. The voices 
continued to call, ever more urgently. John took a correspondence course in writing and poetry with Ruskin 
College, Oxford, and another in general agriculture. At this time, the theatre entered his life - it never left, as those 
who remember his performances in the Talaton village pantomime and especially his appearance in a ballerina?s 
tutu, as the Fairy Queen, will attest - and it was in the local amateur dramatic group that he met his beloved wife 
Dawn. They married on a shoestring budget and then, with Dawn?s warm support, John took a leap into the 
unknown: ?Keen to learn, prepared to work hard? ran his advertisement in the ?Situations Wanted? column in 
Farmers? Weekly. John gave up his safe job and went to work as a farmhand, learning everything he could. In the 
mid-1960s, by now with three young daughters, John and Dawn came to East Devon, and eventually managed to 
purchase Lashbrook Farm, 800 acres of sheep, pigs, potatoes and cereals, expanding it into one of the most 
successful farms in the area.

John believed that to serve the community was the greatest honour. He became a member of Honiton Round 
Table, a magistrate for thirty years, Chairman of Talaton Parish Council, National Chairman of the Institute of 
Agricultural Management. He instigated Talaton Village Day, established one of the first community-run village 
shops in the country, and he was a pioneer of farmers selling direct to the public. A couple of years ago, he won 
Yarcombe?s prestigious John Salter Award for exceptional service to the community. Through the years he wrote, 
poetry mainly, articles, books. It is not many of us who have the gift of farming and loving the land and expressing 
that love in words of touching eloquence.

John was a light-giver, a man of bear-hugs and banter, who could eat his way through two full breakfasts and still 
have space for a third. He looked upon the everyday scene with ?a clear gaze?, well-seasoned with a writer?s 
sensitivity for light and shade in humans and animals and a poet?s eye for beauty.

I cherish the memory of our conversations. What did we talk about? Nothing much. We didn?t discuss world affairs 
or dissect the latest political scandal. We spoke about the weave and weft of the agricultural year, the beauty of 
changing seasons, the small intimacies of our landscape. Perhaps he?d been watching a tractor and plough turning 
soil for next year?s crops, or a hedge-layer methodically cutting and bending hazel stems to form a stock-proof 
barrier. Perhaps I remarked upon the subtle changes in the August sky as autumn nudges summer. These are the 
things John cared about, things that we need to hold fast to in the twenty-first century to ensure we do not lose 
touch with the land and a pattern of life which is vital for the enrichment of the human soul in a way that urban living 
cannot wholly provide.

With John?s passing, East Devon has lost a great countryman who found ?tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything?.





What's On -  Marvellous Music At The Beehive For May And June!
As we move into May and June, here at the Beehive we really 
look forward to welcoming the return of the wonderful Madrid 
based foursome Track Dogs; these guys are brilliant and if you 
haven?t seen or heard them before you?re in for a treat as they 
support and join Show of Hands here on Wednesday 4th May. 
?Track Dogs? infectious fusion of folk and Americana is captured 
at its inventive best here as this multi-national quartet deliver life 
enhancing ditties? ? Steve Knightley & Phil Beer will be 
marvellous too, of course!

There will be a glorious evening spent dancing and singing along 
with the six-piece ABBA tribute band Take a Chance on Us. With 
multiple costume changes, choreographed dance routines, and 
fab musicianship, the band members encourage lots of audience 
participation and of course it includes all the iconic ABBA Hits!! 
You won?t be able to resist the urge to dance and, as it will be 
impossible to stay in your seats, this will be a standing event with 
seating around tables for you to take a breather and adjust your 
sequins! Get your glad rags on and join us on Friday 6th May.

On Saturday 7th May we have something completely different, a 
great double bill of two really interesting folk duos - The Last 
Inklings and Suthering. I?d really recommend that you come 
and enjoy gorgeous harmonies, beautiful lyrics and folklore with 
a wonderful array of instruments, piano, flute, cello and mandolin. 
Amazing south west talent and the only double bill gig to catch 
these two duos playing together.

Genesis Visible Touch - We know how great these guys are as 
they played one of the last big gigs here before Covid struck with 
the Duke Tour. It?s wonderful to have them back. If you?re into 
Genesis then you are guaranteed to love these as they celebrate 
the ground-breaking album 'Abacab' performing material from the 
album alongside hits like 'Mama' and 'Land of Confusion 'as well 
as some old favourites for good measure. Friday 20th May

On Thursday 2nd June at 2.30pm Happy Days Productions are 

delighted to bring you their Celebration of Her Majesty the 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Come and join us for a street party 
on stage, have a good old sing song and a lot of fun. Enjoy an 
uplifting afternoon of nostalgia with the all singing, all dancing, 
delightfully charismatic cast as they take you through the 
Queen's decades on the throne, with poignant images and 
recalling significant moments which have become part of our 
proud history. 

We can?t wait for amazing musicians Voodoo Room performing 
A night of Hendrix, Clapton & Cream on Saturday 11th June. 
Hear classics such as Watchtower, Cocaine, Hey Joe, Sunshine 
Of Your Love, Purple Haze, Layla and many, many more. 
Members of Voodoo Room have recorded and toured with Stevie 
Winwood, Massive Attack, Arthur Brown, Fish,Thunder and many 
other high profile artists.

The Producers appear here on Thursday 16th June; their 
exciting stage show covers all aspects of Blues from pounding 
slide reminiscent of early Fleetwood Mac, easy listening Country 
blues reminding one of Leon Redbone to the smokin' Delta blues 
of Muddy Waters or Howling Wolf as well as their own self written 
repertoire - the show pleases all dedicated blues aficionados so 
book now!

We?re very excited to have the legend that is Tony Christie 
performing here on Tuesday 21st June, with his superb band, 
prior to their set at Glastonbury. Expect all of his Greatest Hits 
including I Did What I Did For Maria,Walk Like A Panther,Las 
Vegas, Avenues & Alleyways and the Number 1 single (Is This 
The Way To) Amarillo?!

Finally, there?s also a great selection of films and other 
community events and classes; please keep on supporting us 
and live music, we all look forward to welcoming you. Wendy & 
the Beehive team.



What's On

Honiton Carers
In April we celebrated Christmas late with a wonderful lunch at the Hare & Hounds, having sadly had to postpone the 
original date in December due to Covid. 62 Carers and cared for tucked in to a fabulous 3 course meal which exceeded 
all our expectations by far. The food was wonderful and expertly served by the lovely staff who proved nothing was too 
much trouble for them. We would like to thank the Hare & Hounds for a wonderful meal and TRIP Community Transport 
for driving some of our carers safely there and back home.

During coffee we drew the Pamper Hamper raffle, for which we have been selling tickets since Christmas - and raised a 
massive £402. Honiton Carers would most sincerely like to thank all the local businesses, far too many to mention, and 
all the carers who donated some lovely gifts for the hampers as well as everyone who bought and sold tickets.

Our next meetings are :

Wednesday  11th May Methodist Church - Moving & Handling with Kerry from Coldwell Training, part 1 (General 
principles of moving people safely; Assisting a person to sit, stand and walk, using a) verbal  prompts only, b) verbal 
prompts c) minimal assistance, d) with  the use of aids, walking sticks and walkers; Assisting the fallen person and use 
of aids.)

Wednesday  25th May Thelma Hulbert  Gallery - Art & Craft 

Wednesday 8th June Methodist Church - Moving & Handling with Kerry from Coldwell Training, part 2 (Assisting when 
using a wheelchair; Assisting in and out of a car; Use of other aids , transfer board, slide sheet, turntable seat, handling  
belt

Wednesday  22nd June Thelma Hulbert Gallery - Art & Craft

If you are a carer and would like to join Honiton Carers please come along - no need to book. A warm welcome 
is always guaranteed. If you would like further information about Honiton Carers please get in touch with Win 
on 07974 636926 or email winniekjaer@btinternet.com

Honiton Hospital & CommunityLeague of Friends 
AnnualMeeting
Tuesday 24th May 5.30pm atThe Beehive

Guest Speaker Sarah Folland,Music Therapist, 
on the valueof Music Therapy and the workof the 
Towersey Foundation

call 07966135442 or  
emailhonitonhospitalfriends@gmail.comto book a 
place - we lookforward to seeing you there

We would be happy to let the wider 
community know about your events - 

written pieces free and posters at 
discounted advert prices for local not 

for profit organisations

Contact us at

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



What's On
Free Defribilator & CPR 

Course

9th May 6pm

Heathfield Inn Function Room 
Honiton

Following its courses across East Devon 
during April, Volunteer 4 All are offering a 
final free defibrillator & CPR course on 9th 
May at 6pm in The Heathfield Inn function 
room

For more information and to book your 
place call in to 122 High Street Honiton, 
phone 01404 46529 or email 
v4a@tripcta.org

Anyone who attends the training will 
need to provide either their national 
insurance number, driving licence or 
passport number. This information is 
requested by funders and will not be 

passed on to anyone else.

We aim to offer a range of speakers and activities to interest 
gardeners of all abilities and skills. 

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 
St Paul's church in the High Street in Honiton from 6.30-8pm

Thursday 19th May Visit to Abbotsbury Tropical Gardens

Thursday 16th June - History of Gilbert White (Speaker : 
Penny Townsend)

For more information about membership and activities 
please contact Julia on 01404 548709

Saturday 28th May 

8.30 - noon

Honiton Garden Club Annual Plant Sale

St Paul's Forecourt

We will be selling a variety of plants grown by our 
members. Come along to buy some excellent 

additions to your garden at very reasonable prices.

Honiton Garden Club

Devon Shanty Men Coming To Offwell
Devon Shanty men, The Chantry 
Buoys, who are based in Colyton, 
are coming to the Offwell Sports 
and Social Club?s popular Fish and 
Chips night on Saturday 7th May at 
7.30pm - no tickets, just turn up!

As well as superb fish and chips, 
you will be able to hear The Buoys 
sing on the new social stage at the 
club, to help launch this new facility.

The Chantry Buoys sing traditional 
sea shanties and other well known 
songs. It will be a fun singalong 
with a lively bunch who enjoy interacting with the audience. They have performed at many Sea Shanty festivals, 
including Teignmouth, Falmouth and Lyme Regis, and are also looking forward to singing once again on the 
promenade at the end of Lyme Regis Lifeboat week.

Attending an event? Don't forget to let 
people know you saw their details in 

Honiton & Village News



What's On
Honiton u3a has recently launched an exciting programme of talks for the year that began in April. 
The first talk was given by Cheryl Fellows Bennett, who told members the fascinating history of 
David Austin Roses, and on the processes behind the breeding of English Roses.

From this month, u3a is pleased to announce that visitors are once again welcome to come along to these regular 
events, held on the third Wednesday of each month. Visitors are asked to sign in when they arrive at The Beehive, 
and to make a £2 donation. After the talk, visitors are invited to join with members for refreshments in the Beehive 
café and to learn more about u3a.

May sees a talk given by Martin Lloyd entitled ?Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies?. He promises to reveal the 
story of how three passports played an influential role in the course of history: an attempted assassination, the 
capture of a spy and the passport itself as killer. Martin?s talk is at The Beehive on Wednesday May 18th, starting at 2 
p.m.

June 15th sees a talk on Fraud Awareness, given by Ashley Jones who is the SW Regional Fraud Protection Advisor. 
He will examine the risks posed by fraud at the present time, the common frauds that people are likely to encounter 
and the golden rules to avoid becoming a victim of fraud.

In July, Tom Mack, Programme Manager for Active Devon, will be talking about ?Connecting Actively With Nature?. 
His talk will promote awareness of the many benefits of physical activity and of connecting with nature, particularly as 
people age. Tom?s talk is on July 20th.

U3a is a learning co-operative of like-minded people in their third age that enables its members to share educational, 
creative and leisure activities. Members are able to take part in a wide variety of activity groups run by its members. 
At present, there are 30 different groups.

Membership of Honiton u3a is £10 a year, with a special rate of £17 for two members living at the same 
address. Further information about Honiton u3a, and how to join, is available on its website: 
u3asites.org.uk/Honiton



What's On - Open Gardens

Open Gardens at The Old Rectory, 
Awliscombe

(Garden, goyle, polytunnel & young Agroforest)

Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th June 12:00 ? 17:00

Donations for Hospiscare

Do come and join us for 
an open garden 
fundraiser for 
Hospiscare. Wander 
round The Old Rectory 
gardens, where you?ll 
find a sensory garden 
and herb area (within a 
mature garden that was 
planted in 1904). Then 
bimble by a stream 
along a tranquil goyle (or 
is it a fairy glade?) and 
through a 4-year-old 

sustainable agroforest (edible woodland) to see an 
experimental way to grow food.

Some sculptures will be on display. And you might be 
lucky to catch some live music too. Refreshments 
available (tea and cake). There will be a take-away cake 
stall - and a plant stall. All proceeds will go to 
Hospiscare.

Dogs welcome but please keep them on leads. 
Wheelchairs will be able to access parts of the garden 
and the refreshments area.

Plenty of parking is available either in the laybys on the 
A373 outside The Old Rectory or in the village car park. 
Do use our drive if you have limited mobility.

On the weekend of 28th and 29th May at least 10 gardens will be open 
in the East Devon village of Talaton from 2pm to 6pm.

Two of the gardens are opening for the first time this year and a garden 
that opened for the first time last year, Russet House, has had 
significant further development and it is now included in the NGS 
?Yellow Book?.

This popular event is now in its 28th year and raises funds for Talaton 
Church. Tickets cost £5 and are valid for both days so if you can?t get 
round all the gardens on the Saturday, come back on the Sunday at no 
extra cost. There is no charge for children under 16.

Tickets available from the Church car park or any of the gardens.

Cream teas will be available in the Parish Hall with all proceeds going to 
the FORCE cancer charity.

More information can be found on the 
www.talatonopengardens.co.uk website

Talaton Open Gardens Weekend

Blooming Beautiful Gardens Open 
To Raise Vital funds In 
Hospiscare?s 40th Year

Gardeners across the heart 
of Devon are welcoming 
members of the community 
to enjoy their beautiful green 
spaces in support of 
Hospiscare.

From country cottage 
gardens to city patches, 45 gardens across the heart 
of Devon will share their green beauty with visitors. 
Many of the gardens will offer refreshments and 
there will be opportunities to purchase plants and 
seedlings at several of the openings.

As well as taking a tour of the wonderful flora and 
fauna on offer, many of this year?s gardens have 
additional entertainment in 
store. 

Open Gardens in Upottery

Sunday 19th June 1pm - 6pm  

9 Parish gardens open for £5. Start at the Manor 
Room (Upottery Village Hall), Upottery, EX14 2PL.  

Light lunches from 12 noon and garden teas from 
3pm.  

Children's Treasure Hunt, plant sale, royal theme 
scarecrow competition. 

 Proceeds to village hall funds.  

For information please contact Marianne on 
07746-961892



What's On

Come Line Dancing with Chris and Marina
Every Wednesday at The Beehive, Honiton

If you fancy an excellent form of physical activity whilst also  exercising your brain as you commit steps to memory, 
then Line Dancing coud be what you are looking for. And what's more - you don't even need a partner!

You could be joining a friendly group of people who have all been there before, trying to work out the difference 
between a grapevine and a coaster step - but Marina and Chris take every dance slowly and 
the music is a real mix across all genres.

Get in touch and give it a go - contact marina@westernspirit.co.uk or visit 
www.westernspirit.co.uk

Honiton Lions Club

Mole Screening Day

Mackarness Hall, Honiton

May 21st 9am-1pm

Cost to each patient £5 - Lions will match this 
donation and all proceeds will be split equally 

and donated to Cancer Research UK and 
Hospiscare

Specialist Dr Tony Downs and local doctors will 
be in attendance

Tea & coffee available at a small cost



A Special Generation
by Martin Long

With just a month to go until the celebrations for the Queen?s Platinum Jubilee get into 
full swing, it is remarkable how easily we all seem to have taken the fact of it taking place 
rather for granted. When you stop and think about it, the idea of anyone doing the same 
job for 70 years is scarcely believable.

When the Queen came to the throne in February 1952, she pledged the rest of her life to 
the service of the country and of the Commonwealth. And she clearly meant it. In an era 
when we have even seen a Pope stand down, it would have been quite possible for her 

to seek the royal equivalent of retirement. But that is not her way. For the Queen, and for the Duke of Edinburgh who 
stood at her side for so long, a lifetime of service means exactly just that.

The royal couple were part of a very special generation of people who were born in the years after the Great War, who 
lived through a Great Depression and who grew to adulthood among the privations of the Second World War. Their 
experiences and their memories mark them out not only as a generation whose lives shaped our modern world, but 
whose knowledge and wisdom can help us to make sense of a world suddenly grown threatening and uncertain again.

And yet, I wonder, do we always listen and respect the wisdom of this special generation? It is one thing to admire the 
skill with which the monarch handles her delicate constitutional role, gently guiding and advising prime ministers, not all of 
whom are probably used to taking advice from someone outside the Westminster bubble. But is quite another for us to 
remember that our own older relatives have seen more, experienced more, understood more of the way the world has 
changed than we can possibly imagine.

It is always slightly disconcerting to watch those TV documentaries where women in their 90s tell without drama how they 
flew Spitfires and Lancaster bombers in the Second World War, delivering the planes to their operational bases. Or to 
hear the last survivors of those who did such mind-bending work at Bletchley Park, as teams of code-breakers sought to 
break the enemy?s most-secret ciphers.

There is often a huge disconnect between the often frail bodies we see in front of us and the sharpness of the minds at 
work as they tell their quite remarkable stories. And sometimes, out of these exchanges, come voices of great wisdom 
and truth, as we saw so clearly when Captain Tom illuminated our lives and stiffened our resolve during the first lockdown 
of the pandemic.

Anyone who has ever spent time with someone from this special generation will tell you that to hear them tell their 
life-story is like entering a whole other world. Which of course it is. A child of the thirties saw what it was, for instance, to 
live in a world without a welfare state or a free health service.

To them, the experiences of their parents and grandparents reach back into the era of Queen Victoria and the road that 
led from there to the Great War. To them, the early decades of the twentieth century can be as pin sharp in their memory 
as last week is to us. In an instant, they can conjure up a picture of streets long since knocked down, or holidays spent in 
once fashionable resorts. They can bring back to life ships built to fight wars long over, and much-loved cars and trains 
long rusted away or broken up for scrap. To them, these things are as real and as vivid as the smartphones in our hands 
or the teatime news on our TV screens.

I hope that everyone has a great time marking the Queen?s Jubilee. But I hope that it is not just Her Majesty?s long and 
distinguished life that we celebrate. When June comes around, perhaps we can also spare a moment to put an arm of 
love around all those in their 90s in our community, who bring such joy to the lives of their families and provide such 
inspiration for all those around them. I wish them all a happy Jubilee.





Can I Pet Your Dog ......?
by Jude  Davidson

Jude Davidson is an award winning dog walker and cat sitter who also loves writing dog blogs. She lives in 
Honiton with her cat Lunar and her dog Elsa and is the owner of Park Life Honiton which she started 5 years 
ago. 

Jude has honed her walks into activities-based wilderness trails, designed for gun dogs to improve their 
focus, socialisation, general health and happiness in the beautiful Blackdown Hills. She provides top tip 
videos, lovely photography, stories and information to her customers so they can be part of the fun too.

To join the Park Life Wilderness Club or for more information

07427500766 or parklifehoniton@gmail.com

Can I pet your dog?  Is one of the most respectful and safest ways to 
approach a dog. It?s an owners dream if they are managing a reactive 
or sensitive dog and can make their life a whole lot easier. 

Not all dogs are friendly and they don?t have to be. Being approached 
by well meaning people and other friendly dogs whilst on the lead can 
be terrifying if they?ve had some bad experiences because once their 
flight mode is taken away, they only have fight mode to use. So get it 
out of your mind that these dogs are bad or untrained because many 
have been rescued by good people giving these dogs the best life they 
can.

 5 rules of saying hello to a dog you don?t know

- Ask the owner first. Just simply asking for permission is 
respectful and shows you?re a knowledgeable dog person. 
Teaching children they should ask is vital as they are so close 
to the dog's face. Most will say, "Yes of course" but there are 
many dogs out there that won?t want that attention and maybe 
don?t like people.

- Never let your off-lead dog approach an on-lead dog. The law 
states you must have good control of an off-lead dog, which 
means teaching your dog to avoid some dogs is a good thing. If 
you have an over friendly dog that likes to say hello to all dogs, 
pop them on the lead when approaching an on-lead dog or ask 
the owner if it?s ok for them to meet.

- Take no for an answer. I?ve had to physically stop people 
wanting to stroke my reactive dog and had an argument with a 
drunk man about why he couldn't touch her; I?ve also seen 
someone believe they?re the dog whisperer and been bitten 
because they didn?t listen to the owner's plea to leave them 
alone. That man taught the dog that it was ok to bite, leaving 
the owners to suffer the consequences. A dog is someone's 
property and it?s actually quite disgusting watching a stranger 
kiss your dog in the same way you do. I hate it! So be 
respectful of what the owner wants.

- No direct stares. A nervous or reactive dog will very much 
appreciate being left alone. If you want to make friends, let 
them come to you, stand facing away or to one side and look in 
a different direction. This is a non-confrontational way to say 
hello - and, of course ,be relaxed. As a professional dog 
handler, I understand that friendship takes time and building 
trust is more important than saying hello. People sometimes 
find it strange that I don?t go up to every dog I see to say hello 
but I know that dogs, just like people, like to suss you out first.

- Be slow and steady. An over excited and fast moving stranger 
can trigger even the friendliest of dogs to react. Grabbing a 
strange dog or giving them a big friendly kiss when they don?t 
know you could be a recipe for disaster. Instead, let them sniff 
you, let them back away if they want, give them time to like the 
cut of your jib before being too forward. And most importantly 
ask your self - how would I like it?









Have you 
always 
been a 
gardener? - 
I grew up in 
rural 
Lincolnshire 
and my mum 
taught me 
the names of 
our local 
wildflowers 
when I was 

a young child. In those days picking a jam jar of wild 
flowers for the village show was permitted!  My Dad taught 
Rural Studies and my parents were interested in the 
countryside, so I grew up knowing plants and trained in 
agriculture. When I was lucky enough to buy my own 
house in my early 20?s, my new garden was a blank 
canvas and that was when I started really looking at plants 
and visiting gardens to get ideas of what I could do. Since 
then, I?ve created 2 small urban gardens and my one and 
a half acres at Little Ash.

How have you developed your garden? - I moved to 
Little Ash in 1998, my farmer husband had an all-lawn 
space around the house and I started creating the main 
garden from half of the paddock in 2000, gradually 
developing it in bite size chunks, as I?ve had the time and 
inclination. Initially I planted trees and shrubs along the 
side boundary to frame the view; the borrowed landscape 
is an important part of the garden for me and the grass 
vistas are designed to lead the eye towards the hill.

I need to have access to the bottom of the garden for any 
?big jobs? involving tractor/digger - invaluable this year 
when we removed two very large bamboos, and I need to 
remove weed and mud from the stream later in the 
summer.

As my time was limited, I wanted to have an easy to 
manage garden with minimal effort for maintenance. I don?t 
like bare soil (especially as it encourages rabbits to dig) 
and so layer plant starting with snowdrops, narcissus and 
tulips which are gradually overwhelmed by hardy 

geraniums 
and other 
herbaceous 
perennials.

The island 
beds started 
out as 
shrubs 
planted in 
grass which 
I mowed 
around, but 
then 

eventually the grass went and I created a border when I 
had time. The mini meadows started from a desire to have 

long grass for wildlife and to grow snakeshead fritillaries. I 
soon realised the need for yellow rattle to weaken the 
growth of the grass.

By raising the lower branches of trees and shrubs I have 
created planting places underneath, enlisting Brian?s help 
with heavy pruning and digging, with chainsaw and mini 
digger - it comes in very handy being married to a farmer!

Does your garden have a theme or style? - As I am a 
confessed plantaholic, with a taste for the different, 
unusual rarity, I have an eclectic mix of plants which I try to 
tie together in colour themed borders to create coherence, 
also using purple foliaged shrubs and small trees to lead 
the eye around the garden. I plant closely, as in nature - 
the plants all mesh together and reduce weeds, also 
supporting each other without staking. Apparently this is 
the new style of planting labelled ?naturalistic?. Who knew I 
was ahead of the trend?

What do 
you enjoy 
most about 
your 
garden? - 
The 
diversity of 
plants that 
I?ve 
collected 
gives me a 
huge 
amount of 

pleasure; some of them are quite rare in cultivation and I 
feel I?m helping to preserve them for the future. I love the 
fact that I have created it, it?s my own design and, in the 
vast majority, all my own work.

The tiny detail of individual plants, textures of foliage, the 
scent of a flower, the sounds of leaves in the breeze and 
bird song. Walking round the garden with my shadow, 
Clyde the cat, I love looking into the centre of flowers, 
trailing my hand through grasses or frothy fennel, smelling 
the roses, watching insects (not lily beetles!); gardens 
should engage all of the senses. I enjoy sharing my 
special plants and garden with visitors; if they can take 
away at least a small part of the pleasure my garden gives 
me, I?ve achieved something.

What gardening tasks do you least enjoy? - Edging is 
one of my least favourite jobs as I have miles of borders. 
The garden looks smarter after the effort, but I don?t bother 
for myself, just when I open! Also I don?t dig any more than 
I have to, just to put plants in, or take them out, again - 
apparently this no dig trend is the latest trend?

Have you any plans? - I?m in the planning stage of 
creating a ?circles? collage around the base of a metal coil 
sculpture, but it may take awhile to appear. I also have a 
hot sunny border near our car parking area to develop 
after major changes to the barn area - watch this space.

Getting To Know Helen Brown Of Little Ash Bungalow 

Little Ash Bungalow, Fenny Bridges EX14 3BL is open under the National Garden Scheme, supporting nursing 
charities, on Thursday 2nd June and Sunday 14th August 1 to 5pm. Entry £5.

Tea and cake, large plant stall, well behaved dogs on leads welcome.



Ensuring Local People Receive The Right Care In The Right Place At The Right Time

Since our last update (March 2021), 
we have supported over 500 local 
people who were at imminent risk of 
admission to hospital, following their 
return home from hospital or during an 

acute period of ill health or breakdown in their critical care 
support. Between these 500+ people, we supported them 
during 750 admissions to our team and consistently carry 
out over 1,000 visits every month!!

We have expanded and evolved our team to be able to 
meet the increase in demand on our service for local 
people. We have welcomed one additional Occupational 
Therapist (with a second joining soon!), one Nurse, one 
new Social Care co-ordinator role and further increased 
UCR co-ordination capacity. This has allowed us to 
maintain excellent flow from the acute and community 
hospitals, improve access for patients to our specialism, 
advance cohesion with GPs and others such as 
Hospiscare and be more resilient in the event of COVID 
peaks and pressures in the wider system. On 1st April 
2022 we launched our extended 08:00-20:00 
Monday-Sunday urgent clinician response as a joint 
venture with the Community Rehabilitation Team. We look 
forward to updating you on how it goes!

Now 18 months into using MyCare, the Trust?s electronic 
patient records, efficiency, effectiveness and patient 
experience has advanced by being able to share or access 
information, including photos, advice, updates from 
multiple departments & allocated tasks within seconds, 
rather than searching through paper notes or making many 
phone calls! It avoids patients having to tell their story 
again & patients can access their own records, too!

Like many industries, we continue to follow COVID-19 
guidelines including wearing enhanced personal protective 
equipment (PPE) on visits plus wearing face masks and 
social distancing in offices. We?re accustomed to this now 
but the upcoming (hopefully!) warm weather can make it 
more challenging. We are very much enjoying being able 
to sit outside for breaks on our new and refurbished 
benches, though, with grateful thanks to the Honiton 
League of Friends!

We are currently looking to recruit further Support Workers 
and Healthcare Assistants to join our team, including those 
new to the health or care sector, so if you or someone you 
know might be interested, we?d love to hear from you!

If you wish to discuss our service, are interested in 
working with us or would like to share your feedback, 
please get in contact with us on 01404 540 503.

Written by Hannah Baker, Urgent Community Response Lead

Some of the UCR team discussing patient safety and allocating 
tasks at the daily handover

An update from the Honiton, Ottery St Mary & Cranbrook Urgent Community Response NHS Team



Stronger Together Community Support Service

For the past 25 years Honiton based charity TRIP has been providing community transport and other services to help 
reduce loneliness and isolation across East Devon. For the past 10 years, and especially during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
TRIP?s befriending service has been a vital support network for many. As we come out of the pandemic it has become 
evident that many members of our communities need to be able to access extra support to enable them to stay healthier 
and in their homes for longer.

To support these members of our communities, TRIP has extended the level of service it can offer with its new Stronger 
Together Community Support Service. This service will fill the gap between TRIP?s befriending service and regulated care. 
You do not need to have used TRIP?s service previously to access the new service.

The Stronger Communities project will be supplementary to the other services at TRIP. The core aspects of the service 
will be provided by paid staff, who will be supported by a number of TRIP?s fantastic volunteers. Being a hybrid service 
greatly increases the scope of what we can help with. Our team can help with a variety of daily tasks, such as arranging 
transport and escorting service users to medical appointments, filling out forms, helping with the weekly food shop, or 
even accompanying people on day trips or lunch out meeting family & friends. We want people to feel as though they can 
ask for support with anything that may be troubling them, no matter what it may be. Building a high level of rapport and 
trust is a central goal of the support service.

Caroline Retter, Community Engagement Facilitator for the new service, says, ?Having been part of the Honiton 
community for the past 12 years and working in supporting services during the pandemic in a charitable organisation, I 
have had the privilege of hearing countless amazing stories of how people have coped through unprecedented times. We 
hear every day how this has impacted on people?s physical and emotional wellbeing and where people are still anxious to 
go out, even for coffee with friends.

The new service will offer a practical, accessible lifeline to help reduce social isolation and anxiety. This service is 
accessible for anyone aged over 18 who needs that little extra support. I hope people will contact us and discuss what the 
service can do help them or if they need additional support from other agencies, we can assist them in accessing this 
through practical support?





A Sunny Day In Lyme Regis
by Kate Baxter

On a sunny day last week, I decided to take my youngest, Nancy, on a morning 
out. We dropped Emily at school and then headed on to Lyme Regis, one of my 
favourite towns for shopping and the beach.

It was one of the first really warm, clear days that we've had this year and it was 
very busy! The car park was almost full at only 9.30am and the high street was 
packed full of shoppers, tourists and locals heading down to the beach with bucket 
and spades.

Nancy and I parked and strolled down through the town, stopping to look in some 
of the lovely shops. Lyme Regis has a huge variety of shops and it's always so 
enjoyable to stroll around.

There are the classic shops which you see in Devon towns - Sea Salt, Face Face 
and Joules, all of which were busy with shoppers! But there is also a wide 
selection independent shops selling everything from eco kitchenware to the most 

beautiful (and unaffordable) baby clothes and toys.

For Nancy's first birthday last year, I bought her a lovely framed print of some ducks - from a tiny shop down a small 
alleyway. It was a real treasure of a shop, with shelves cramed with interesting and attractive children's toys, most of 
which were thankfully plastic free! I headed down the little alley to visit it again, but was disappointed to see it had closed 
down. Instead we headed to a fudge shop, and bought some fudge in the familiar shape of a Lyme Regis fossil.

The beach and promenade was extremely busy with families, friends and couples strolling along, enjoying the sunshine. 
We sat down by the water and watched the paddle boarders, as well as a dozen or so swimmers. It was so sunny down 
by the water and I regretted packing so poorly for our trip, as I had no hat for Nancy and no sun cream!

Nancy loves pebbles and she enjoyed throwing them into the waves and saying 'plop!' The sea was really clear and flat 
that day, but still extremely cold!

After our paddle we sought out somewhere to eat. The beach front cafes were all too sunny for us so we headed up the 
high street and found a lovely little cafe serving breakfasts and brunches. Nancy enjoyed what might just have been the 
world's largest glass of milk (it's thirsty work being one!) followed by a ham sandwich. I wasn't so healthy, and opted for 
French toast with bacon and maple syrup...which I can highly recommend!



80 years ago, work began in the Blackdowns that would change the course of history. Then, today?s house builder 
companies were building military airfields in our villages. Dunkeswell, Tricky Warren and Smeatharpe became critical in 
ensuring success on D-Day and in the Battle of the Atlantic.

Today, we are bringing that history back to life, having used the Covid shut down to add unique finds and historic filming 
to refresh the story.

At the Dunkeswell airfield, the Heritage Centre captures the bravery and skill of young men pitting themselves against the 
enemy and the ocean?s elements, detecting submarines and enemy raiders.

Using the centre?s audio/visual equipment, see how Coastal Command went about hunting the U Boats, see how to build 
a bomber in 55 minutes, and discover what happened to Joe Kennedy, brother of President JFK.

When you have finished, have a break at the Sidmouth Arms in Upottery or check out the Aviator Café and maybe watch 
the sky divers and visiting aircraft.

If you are interested in the Band of Brothers, then the Centre at Smeatharpe is certainly for you. The world famous Easy 
Company took off from here to begin their momentous adventure, fighting through Normandy and on to Berlin.

Check out the real heroes and the stars of the TV series. You could also try being a hands-on Lancaster wireless 
operator, using the actual equipment from a bomber, and see the remains of the German bomber that was shot down 
nearby.

Heritage Centres Re-Open After Covid

Open Thursdays to Sundays, 11-4 pm until October, the Centres are free to enter, but kept alive by visitors' 
donations. Come and see for yourself.

South West Airfields Heritage Trust

?Preserving Aviation History for Future Generations?



Around & About In Our Community

Rotary is made up of men and women from all walks of life. Members serve the community, 
raising funds and distributing it to others who need it,be it local or International.We have 
members from Ottery St Mary, Honiton, West Hill, Exmouth and Cranbrook.

We need new members from all backgrounds to join us so we can continue supporting our 
local and International communities.To do this we need YOU to join us. We welcome individual and corporate members 
to our club. If you would like to know more about what we do, please visit our website Otter Valley Rotary.

Future Events

May 8th - we will be supporting the Wiscombe Hill Climb by manning the car parks

May 26th -Town Guided Walk and a joint buffet with Lyme Regis Rotary

21st June - visit to Dunkeswell Aerodrome

30th June - 2nd July - we will be at the Devon County Show

- Recently we had a very interesting, informative talk from Pam Wills from Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institute, a wonderful charity that offers confidential advice, support and assistance when it's needed to the 
farming community all over the UK. President Max Barnish presented a cheque for £250 to Pam. Their 
helpline number is 0808 2819 490.

- Following our store collections at Tesco Honiton and West Hill  we have now sent over £15,000 to the Ukraine 
appeal. Thank you again for all your generous donations

- Millwater Special Educational Needs School does so much for the education of children with additional needs 
in Honiton and surrounding areas and are raising money for a Garden Project; we were delighted to donate 
£200 to them which will help purchase seeds, gardening tools and storage equipment,

- Our Community Raffle tickets for 2022 are now being organised so it?s time to get in touch to get yours! Open 
to any charity, voluntary or community group in Devon, Cornwall or the Isles of Scilly. Contact details can be 
found on the raffle website:https://dcrcr.org.uk/ or contact Mike Huxtable from Honiton 
mthuxtable@aol.com

If you, your organisation, school or charity needs funds, please contact our Secretary.

After the stress of all the Covid 
restrictions, Honiton Shedders are happy 
to announce that they are back and up 
and running. Based in the old IT cabin 
beside the Community Use Building in 

School Lane, they currently have sessions on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings from 9am to 1pm and are welcoming 
new members.

Honiton Shedders grew from the Men?s Shed movement - 
community spaces for men to connect, converse and 
create. But Honiton Shedders, like many other Sheds, is 
both for men and women. The activities are often similar 
to those of garden sheds, but for people to enjoy together. 
They help reduce loneliness and isolation, but most 
importantly they?re fun.

Recent projects have involved renovating benches for 
Honiton Hospital and making bird boxes for the National 
Trust and Forestry England. Members also have their own 
projects and are currently exploring what can be produced 
from old wooden pallets.

To meet the needs of those who cannot come long during 
the day, Honiton Shedders will soon be starting an 
evening session and will be announcing the day and times 
shortly.

If you would like to get involved or just check them 
out, why not just pop in to one of their sessions. Or if 
you would like to find out more, Honiton Shedders can 
be contacted at honitonshedders2022@gmail.com or 
give them a call on 075292 536169.



Around & About In Our Community

A donation from a trio of Honiton Golf Club 
Captains to the Devon Freewheelers 

charity will ensure the ?helpful? free service continues in the 
community.

Sarah Loader (current Ladies Captain and representing the outgoing 
Ladies Captain Vera Richardson), Neil Pulman (outgoing Men?s 
Captain) and David Scott (outgoing Senior?s Captain) presented a 
cheque for £4,283 to the Devon blood bikes charity, inviting charity 
CEO Russell Roe and volunteer Dave Cook to receive the donation. 
Russell said, ?We are so grateful to the Honiton Golf Club captains 
for their kind-hearted donation. The funds will be used to maintain 
the blood bikes and ensure the free transport and courier service can 

continue helping out in the community, 
supporting the NHS, at no cost.?

Golfer Neil Pulman said the Devon 
Freewheelers had been the captains? 
charity of the year. He added, ?The 
charity helps the community. One day 
one of us might need its help, and people 
at the club might need its help.?The 
donation was made possible thanks to 
many fundraising activities and events 
held at the golf club.

Honiton Golfers raise £4,000 
for the Devon Freewheelers

Additional Thanks In Talaton
Further to the article in the  April Honiton & Village News concerning the Talaton Clock, we  would like to make a 
particular mention of Gary Holley who gave valuable assistance during the restoration process including fitting and 
machining some of the missing parts. 

Now that we are aware of the part Gary played in this restoration, we are pleased to make sure that his contribution is 
recognised and appreciated.

The Ukraine disaster is still ongoing as we know all too well. Through your generosity I am pleased to 
say that through our Lions Clubs International Foundation we have donated up to now £2,500 from 
Honiton. This includes a very generous donation of £100 which was put through my door anonymously.

Easter has now come and gone, and I would like to thank everyone who took part in our Easter Egg 
Draw. The 1kg Easter egg, sold with the help of Livingstones the Jewellers, was won by a lady in 

Ashleigh Road Honiton. Thank you to the staff of Livingstones for their continued support. 

We recently had a very interesting talk by Mr Ashley Leeds on Young Lives v Cancer. At our monthly meeting in April, 
we decided to donate £500 to cover two weeks accommodation for families who wish to stay in hospital 
accommodation to support their loved ones while in hospital.

MOLE SCREENING Day is getting closer and will take place on Saturday May 21st 
at The Mackarness Hall in Honiton from 9am to 1pm. Look out for posters or give 
me a call for more details.

I do not usually mention our social events - however in April we had an excellent 
fish and chip supper at Boveys Down Farm (Thanks Pam) which was attended by 
Lions Clubs in our zone followed by Rock and Roll Bingo. We thought we would 
use this event as a practice run with a view to using it for fundraising in the town.

As always if you would like to find out more about Honiton Lions, please give 
me Brian the Lion a call on 01404 43738

Happy and warm summer to all.

Queen's Jubilee Tree planted 
at The Glen

Honiton Town Councillors and residents are 
working together to provide the Honiton 
community with a memorable bank holiday 
weekend to celebrate Her Majesty the 
Queen?s remarkable achievement of being 
the first British Monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee.

To mark this prestigious occasion East 
Devon District Council has provided Honiton 
residents with a commemorative Oak tree, 
Quercus Robur. The Queens Jubilee 
Working Group opted for this to be planted in 
The Glen where it can be enjoyed for many 
years by all residents.
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